End-cap for the biomechanical testing of spinal segments.
Precise mechanical loading is essential in the in vitro evaluation of spinal fixation instrumentation, but the control of experimental variables is difficult because of variations in specimen morphology, size and end conditions, and gross specimen flexibility. This paper describes an end-cap which is simple in design, time efficient in its attachment to the spine and which provides precise positioning and rigid control of the end fixation points, resulting in excellent experimental control. It is easily adapted to human or animal specimens and provides a reliable load application unit, which permits specific physiological end conditions to be applied.